Town Board Meeting

February 9, 2010


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on February 9, 2010 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



KATHLEEN BURLESON

DES Director



JEFF TKACS

          DES, Homeland Safety & 








Security Coor.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi stated this is the President’s Month and Black History Month and we recognize all the work done and the citizens who have attributed to successes.  Tonight is the “kick-off” of the Town of Cortlandt Sustainable Green Website, worked on by Councilmember John Sloan, Dani Glazer and Jeff Tkacs.

She then introduced Dani Glazer who added that Sue McDonald and Matt Lofergo were also part of this effort of putting together the website. She stated that this was a team effort and that this website shares what the Town has been doing and will open the Green opportunity to the community as a community effort.  The website domain is www.TownofCortlandt.com/green.  Ms. Glazer explained the homepage and the various sections of the website for the community and the many initiatives in the Town.  There is a lot of information, recycling tips, energy efficient methods, etc. can be found on the website. They are also looking for volunteers for the Sustainable Cortlandt Citizens Committee. Ms. Glazer went through the website explaining the different information of the 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

pages that residents can utilize for a cleaner environment. The Supervisor thanked them for all the efforts and told of the Green TV also having a “kick off” tonight and will be monitored by Councilmember Sloan.  Councilmember Sloan explained that it is about an hour show of different initiatives with regard to the website.
Supervisor Puglisi discussed that this year they will be going into neighborhoods, hamlets, homeowner associations to discuss enhancements and improvements that can be made in the neighborhoods.  They will begin this year with the hamlet of Montrose, the first meeting being at the Hendrick Hudson Free Library with Frank Farrell assisting the Supervisor.  This is a conversation with the residents about what can be improved on in the community.

The Supervisor stated that this year the Town is being as fiscally conservative as possible.  There is a press release regarding this that can be read on the Town’s website.
The Town is working with the Recreation Department and the Youth Center and it will be open early on Saturday.

The Supervisor announced that she has been asked to speak at the Annual New York Association of Towns this year on the topic of sharing services and the Town’s accomplishments with shared services.
As there is a winter storm approaching tonight, the Supervisor thanked the Highway Crews and DES for their efforts in coordinating the services for plowing the roads.
ROLL CALL
On a roll call vote taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * ** * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell: thanked the staff for putting together such a nice program for the Montrose Enhancement Plan that he previewed and he stated he is very excited to be working with the Board to highlight the features of Montrose, but most importantly to solicit input from the residents and business owners for improvement. 

TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

He spoke of a recent news item regarding a New Castle resident who died in her home and went unnoticed by the community for months. He discussed the various services that the Town offers for seniors and that there are a lot of services that the residents are not aware of, such as home delivered meals, prescription pick-up, classes, and many other programs for the seniors. He urged the residents to go to the website to make contact with the staff to make arrangements and take advantage of the services. 
Councilmember Lindau:  Added that seniors should be checked on by neighbors and that it is important to be aware so this doesn’t occur.

She  wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day and also urged residents to lock their cars as there have been burglaries in the community.

Councilmember Becker:  mentioned that Charles Heady, a member of the Zoning Board, has been hospitalized but is recovering.

Councilmember Sloan:  no report
The Supervisor discussed  the “Code Red” system notifying residents about the storm and Jeff Tkacs explained that this is a system where the Town can send out automated phone messaging to reach the entire land line phones of those in the Town.  There are scripted messages and they can be launched throughout the Town with various messages regarding the situation.  It is a wonderful tool for emergency management. The Supervisor thanked Jeff and Entergy for this system.
Kathleen Burleson read the message for this night’s storm regarding the recycling plan and sanitation pickup.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

January 12, 2009 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 (A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

Public Hearing to consider revisions to the Department of Environmental Services
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:05 p.m.

Discussion: 
Tom Wood, Town Attorney, explained that this is a Local Law changing the management structure and that it does not provide for creation of any new positions or jobs.  Many years ago the Town consolidated many departments into one department of Environmental Services and they’ve decided that the recreation division DES should be broken out and created into its own stand alone department.  This would allow the head of recreation to report directly to the Town Board.  So by this Local Law, recreation would become the Department of Recreation and Conservation and would supervise all the recreation programs and all the conservation efforts of the Town and continue operations.  It just allows the head of that department now to report directly to the Town Board.

The Supervisor explained further that all the environmental tasks will be going into the Parks and Conservation new department.  She stated that the Recreation Department has grown, not to the cost of the taxpayers but in facilities and programs and services that they provide including all the camps, pool and now the new Youth and Recreation Center. 
A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:07 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Lindau.
All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 61-10 RE:  Adopt a Negative Resolution with respect to consider revisions to the Department of Environmental Services. 

LOCAL LAW NO. 4-10 RE: A Local Law to consider revisions to the Department of Environmental Services.
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Public Hearing to consider revisions to the Department of Technical Services
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:08 p.m.

Discussion:
Tom Wood, Town Attorney, explained that simply this local law is just eliminating the Deputy Director for Code Enforcement as determined by the board that the management redesign was appropriate and that’s what this law simply has done.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that this is a cost saving measure and that the Town needs to be very fiscally conservative in this still very difficult economic time.  There are two other individuals in the Department of Technical Services that are certified in Code Enforcement. The least senior member is the position that the Town has to abolish to save money. 
A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:09 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.
All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 62-10 RE:   Adopt a Negative Declaration in respect to consider revisions to the Department of Technical Services.
LOCAL LAW NO. 5-10 RE: A Local Law to consider revisions to the Department of Technical Services.
Public Hearing to consider a Local Law entitled Rental Dwelling Registry and Occupancy Law.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:10 p.m.

Discussion:
Tom Wood, Town Attorney, explained that this local law provides for the regulation of any non owner occupied property which contains three units or more of residential units. It provides for several things. First of all it requires the property owners to provide the Town with a registered person who the Town can contact and also an emergency number that will be available 24 hours a day.  This way the Town Code Enforcement Department will have the correct knowledge as to who to contact.  It also supplements the New York State Fire 
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

code in that it provides for inspections of those dwellings that are three units or more and non-owner occupied on a three year basis, and this is inspection for compliance of fire codes, etc.  The larger units more than multiple dwelling units which are more than 5 units are required to be inspected annually by the Town of the state fire code.  This Local Law will give the Town greater access to helping tenants controlling issues that might arise.
The Supervisor asked if anyone would want to speak on this public hearing.

Chris DeRosa

Baltic Place, Croton-on-Hudson
Stated that she is a member of the Tenant Landlord Advisory Board and thanked the Supervisor for all the support with this issue.

Councilmember Farrell asked if these inspections and penalties are mandated by New York State to which Tom Wood answered yes.

Councilmember Lindau questioned the increase of the fees to which Tom Wood replied that the fees will be addressed in a future resolution by the Town Board. and the fees can be adjusted at that time.
A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:12 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Local Law was made by Councilmember Farrell and seconded by Councilmember Sloan.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO.63-10 RE:  Adopt a Negative Declaration in respect to consider a Local Law entitled Rental Dwelling Registry and Occupancy Law.
LOCAL LAW NO. 6-10 RE: A Local Law in respect to Rental Swelling Registry and Occupancy Law.
Public Hearing to consider a Local Law to provide for various policies and procedures concerning the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals.
Supervisor Puglisi stated that this will be adjourned as they still need to hear back from the members of the Zoning Board and Planning Board and asked Tom Wood to explain this Local Law.
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Tom Wood explained that this local law  mandates that both the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals must hold two meeting per month. One being a work session where the Board can discuss in detail the project which is proposed before them open to the public and the second meeting each month is the formal voting meeting and the meeting at which public comment can be solicited.  It also establishes an attendance policy in that the members of the Planning and Zoning Board may not be absent for more than 5 meetings in a colander year. without the approval of the Town Supervisor. It also continues the requirement of continuing education.  Also, the law specifically requires that if an applicant is requesting an extension of a previously granted approval they must make that request prior to the expiration of the approval. This law would specifically require that the request must be received before it expires.  It also sets limitations as to the number of extensions that can be granted.  For site plans it would be the original one year and one additional year, for sub-divisions final approval is governed by state law and cannot exceed more than six months and this would also limit preliminary approval which is the initial approval a subdivision will get before the Planning Board.  This limits it to no more that 3 years because obviously once an approval is granted if it goes longer than 3 years there might be too many circumstances that change that might affect the project that would require the project to undergo a new review. 
Supervisor Puglisi thanked Tom Wood and explained that at the same time that the Town is trying to be fair to the applicants, it is critical to do the best to control all over development. She stated that the Town needs to balance the need for greater economics in the community with open space, preservation of land and the environment and that the Board is here for the people who reside in the Town of Cortlandt, not for those who come in necessarily with their applications and then go and live elsewhere. 

A motion to adjourn the Public Hearing til the March Town Board Meeting was made by Councilmember Sloan and seconded by Councilmember Becker.

All voted AYE
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE

* * * * * * * * *
BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Lindau
For the months of October and November, 2009 from the Recreation Division of DES.

For the month of November, 2009 from the Town Justices.

The 2009 Annual report from the Montrose Improvement District.

For the month of December, 2009 from the Water Division of DOTS and the Receiver of Taxes.

For the month of January, 2010 from the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department and the Town Clerk.

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Supervisor’s Press release with regard to the Town’s 2010 finances; 
including no salary increases for all elected officials and managerial 
employees.

2.
Report with respect to the Indian Point Energy Center.
NEW BUSINESS
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Letter from Roy Harvey requesting a License Agreement with respect to a 
fence in the Town right of way; and refer to DES, DOTS and the Legal 
Department.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.64-10 RE: Appoint Peter McMillan as the Purchasing Director for 2010/2011.
RESOLUTION NO.65-10 RE: Appoint David Rothman as a member of the Board of Assessment Review to fill a vacancy.
RESOLUTION NO.66-10 RE: Authorize Jeff Tkacs as a consultant for Indian Point/NRC matters upon his retirement in April 2010.
RESOLUTION NO.67-10 RE: Authorize a contract extension with respect to Green Team Spirit for 2010.
RESOLUTION NO.68-10 RE: Appoint the following to the Cable Advisory Board.
RESOLUTION NO.69-10 RE: Appoint the following to the Historic Hudson Rivertowns of Westchester committee.
RESOLUTION NO.70-10 RE: Appoint the following to the Continental Village Park District Advisory Committee.
RESOLUTION NO.71-10 RE: Appoint the following to the Town Electrical Board.
RESOLUTION NO.72-10 RE: Appoint the following to The Town Plumbing Board.
Discussion: 
Supervisor Puglisi added that Peter McMillian is also the Technology Director and Jeff Tkacs who is retiring will be a consultant for the Town with the NRC and Indian Point issues.  
She stated that the appointment of the Hudson Highlands Gateway Task Force which was removed from this agenda will be put on either March or April.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan

RESOLUTION NO.73-10 RE: Approve the points list with respect to the Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance Corp Service Award Program.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.74-10 RE: Authorize a grant application with respect to a recycling program.
RESOLUTION NO.75-10 RE: Authorize a grant application with respect to the Northern Westchester Energy Action Consortium.
RESOLUTION NO.76-10 RE: Amend the V&T Code and replace Yield Signs with Stop Signs at the following locations; Robbie Road and Greenlawn, Habitat Lane and Greenlawn and Stephen Lane.
RESOLUTION NO.77-10 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for March 9, 2010 to consider extending the Moratorium 90 days with respect to a Zoning Amendment concerning Contractors Yards and Specialty Trade Contractors.
RESOLUTION NO.78-10 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing from April 20, 2010 to consider a Local Law with respect to certain building permits.
RESOLUTION NO.79-10 RE: Accept Security in the amount of $22,500 in accordance with a Planning Board Resolution with respect to property located on Radzilvila Road.
Discussion: 
Supervisor Puglisi commented that the Town is part of a new consortium of 14 communities and the Town Board is supportive of this group. 
All voted AYE
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion

Receive and File the following: 

1.
Annual Report from the Town Historian

Discussion: 
The Supervisor thanked Laura Lee Keating for her hard work.
All voted AYE
RESOLUTIONS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the Board be polled for the following resolution.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion

RESOLUTION NO.80-10 RE: Appoint Ken Hoch as the Clerk to the Zoning Board of Appeals.

The Board was polled:

Councilmember Sloan:    AYE

Councilmember Becker:  AYE
Supervisor Puglisi:
AYE

Councilmember Lindau:
NO

     Noted it was not a personal vote, that she could not approve a 4.8%         
raise at this time.
Councilmember Farrell:   AYE
Discussion: 
 Supervisor Puglisi commented that the Zoning Board of Appeals needs to have a clerk to the ZBA legally and before Ken Hoch there were several others that received a stipend to do this separate job.  This is a cost of $4000.
Councilmember Lindau stated that in other times this was done, but this is a time when all are tightening their belts. 

Councilmember Farrell noted that this is additional work and it also includes night meetings that are open ended..

The number and durations of meetings and requirements of this position were discussed to explain the reasoning behind the cost.

The Motion was passed

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion

RESOLUTION NO.81-10 RE: Authorize Statewide Inspection Services to be added to the Town Electrical Inspection List.

RESOLUTION NO.82-10 RE: Authorize a Stipulation of Settlement with respect to Strickland Realty, LLC, property located in the Village of Croton.

RESOLUTION NO.83-10 RE: Authorize a Stipulation of Settlement with respect to Sky view Haven Associates, property located in the Village of Croton.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.84-10 RE:Authorize Emergency Roof Repairs at a Town facility.
Discussion:
Supervisor Puglisi explained that there are a few sections of the Town Hall roof that needs repairs at a cost of approximately $9500.00.
All voted AYE
BUDGET TRANSFERS

none

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

none

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

none

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:30 pm, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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